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     Navigate                 Serve           Engage            Worship 

Growing  Christ-Centered Community 

in a Distracting World 

CTL News, August 2, 2015 

Sunday Fellowship & Food Coffee and Doughnut fellowship is in the Gathering Area at 8:30 am.  

Today’s Menu: Chicken fajitas, Spanish rice, Black beans, Chips and salsa, Assorted puddings  

The Challenge Continues! 63 days completed, 27 days to go!   

Share your story as you journey through the Bible -  

send your story to info@centraltolife.org.   

When it was my turn, I stepped up to the counter at the hamburger joint in 

Oklahoma City.  The young woman behind the counter with the bag and marker 

asked me the questions: “Which burger? Cheese? Condiments? Fries? Drink?” 

and as I answered she marked the appropriate boxes on the bag.  Clearly she has 

done this 10,000 times without thinking about it.  A little while later while I was 

sitting on the patio eating my lunch, she came out to wipe down tables so I read 

her name tag and engaged her in conversation.  I found out that she was raised in 

Scotland and wound up in Oklahoma after meeting a boy.  Sadly the relationship 

had ended and she was trying to save enough money to move back to Scotland.  

At the end of our interchange she thanked me for the first “real conversation” 

she had been involved in for a while.   
 

This morning in worship we will sing hymns and songs, say words, pray prayers and celebrate Holy 

Communion in ways that most of us find familiar and even predictable.  Like the words spoken by the 

woman at the hamburger joint, sometimes our faith becomes so practiced that we forget that we are 

in a divine conversation with God.  This morning, I would invite each of us to pay attention in a new 

way to the words we say, the actions we take and the way in which we listen to see if we might enter 

into a new conversation with God.   

THE SHARP POINT 

Uniform Drive Thanks!  

From the Lowell Uniform Fundraising 

Team - many, many thanks to all of 

you who donated to our fundraising 

effort for Lowell Elementary School uniforms. You 

all have really opened your hearts to the school 

and responded even beyond what we hoped 

might be donated.  The amount raised was well 

over $9,500! Please keep all the children and 

families there in your 

prayers as they start a 

new school year and 

know that they are 

grateful for your 

donations and concern. 

Open House - the only time 

you can get inside a newly 

furnished home for a homeless family.  Come and 

get the whole tour and hear about Central's 

unique program that is ending poverty and 

homelessness in families.  
 

Sunday, August 16, 2-4pm 

1100 Eubank Blvd NE, Suite A 

Women’s Friday Fellowship Bible Study July 

31st- August 28th,  9:30 – 11:00am. School age 

children are welcome and nursery is provided for 

6 months - PreK (under 5 yrs. old). Join us for a 

casual time of fellowship/food/fun. Bring a friend 

– get a prize! 

mailto:info@centraltolife.org


201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Mary Lust at maryr@centraltolife.org. 

Mission Mandate: Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

Living the Life: Living in the Word 

Worship 8:30 & 11:00am Classic, Sanctuary; 9:45am New Day Contemporary, Life Center  

 Community of Hope 1:00pm, South Lawn 

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving…A 

Greener  Approach to 

Contributions! 

Church Staff                        Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Mary Chavez Lust, Director of Operations 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Rachel Holt, Interim Youth Director 

Scott Zila, Facility Superintendent 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Youth & Young Adult Ministries -Rachel Holt is our 
Interim Youth Director during the summer months.  You 
can contact her at Rachel.m.holt02@gmail.com. 

Sunday School: 9:45-10:55am. 

No Youth Group 
 

Wednesday, August 5, 6-7pm: Games in the Park! 

Friday - Saturday, August 7 - 8: Youth Lock In!!!! Join us 

for food, games, and time with God as we spend the night 

in the church!! Parents and sponsors, if you would like to 

be a sponsor for the lock in, please let me know! 

Music Ministries Our music ensembles begin rehearsals 
this month. Please contact Jerri Foster at the church office 
or jerrif@centraltolife.org for more information.  
 

Chancel Choir, Wednesdays, 7:30-9pm in the sanctuary 

beginning August 12th. 

Women’s Ensemble, Wednesdays, 6:30-7:25 beginning  

August 21st. 

Men’s Ensemble, Wednesdays, 7-7:30pm in the chapel.    

Sinfonia, rehearses as needed to play for special services 

approximately four times a year.   

Children’s Choir (Kindergarten through 5th grade). Sun-

days, 8:45 in the choir room beginning August 16th.  

Mass ApPeal Handbell Choir, Thursdays, 6-7:30pm in 

room 311.   

Check out CentralToLife.org (Worship) for more details! 

Children’s Ministries Questions? Call Pastor Kelly at the 
church office or send an email to info@centraltolife.org.  
 

August Happenings We will be celebrating Back to School 

on August 9th during the Sunday School hour with a 

backpack blessing (please bring your backpacks!), games, 

activities, snacks, and the introduction of our 2015/2016 

CUMC Reading Program. This will be a time of fellowship 

to begin the school year in a fun and meaningful way. 

We’ll also be giving Bibles to our 3rd graders! 

Throughout August, we will be exploring the Sacraments 

of baptism and communion. The curriculum we will be 

using, ‘Touch the Water, Taste the Bread,’ explores the 

Sacraments in an interactive and engaging way, and one I 

feel everyone will benefit from. 

Coming Up for Fall  

 September 6th: New fall Sunday School curriculum, 

‘Deep Blue’ begins. Stay tuned for more information!  

 October 31st, 12:00-2:00pm: TOTNOTS 

 November 29th, 9:45-10:45am: Advent Celebration 

 December 13th, Time TBA: Family Christmas Musical 

Ukuleles, Music Theory/ Sight 

Reading, Voice Class 

August 4 - 6, Youth Lounge 
 

Please contact Jerri Foster at jerrif@centraltolife.org.  

Financial Peace University at Central UMC 

Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

September 2 through October 28 

Few things are more distracting than money and its 

pursuit and use. FPU isn’t your typical “money class.” FPU 

is practical, entertaining, and fun! The average family 

completing the course pays off $5,300 and saves $2,700 in 

just 90 days.  Use this link to register 

and learn more: 

http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/

locations/class/1001708 
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